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o door. **Stand here and wait for Mr. Kola,
~ He's behind with the party. Come on,
y dootor,’’ Headricks caught the nrm of

bis friend and drew him down what

ive door close with a little poff of es-
oaping nir, and then, ns all sound from
the outside was instantly excluded, he
knew that the doors and windows had
been purposely padded.

Dr. Lampkin heard Hendricks sliding
his fingers along the wall for about 80
feet. Then they pansed, Hendricks took
hold of the knob of a door and opened
it soundlessly, and when they bad
passed throogh it closbd eoftly into its
padded frame.

"“"Now we are all bunky dory,’ re-
marked Hendricks, ‘‘Stand where you
are. I've got to get you into another

They must not recognize us
a8 the twoold codgers they snw at Mme,
Ringaley's—I mean in cuse a light
ghould be eétruck. I don't know Kola's

exactly,”’

Hendricks stooped and began to frel
about on the floor. ‘*Here we are!" he
exclaimed presently. *‘Take off that
beard and put on this enmbrie domino,
It will be cooler.”

. Dr, Lompkin obeyed as well as he
- ecould in the darkness, :

““Where in thunder are we?'' he asked
a8 ho took off his false beard and handed
it to his friend,

“In the room Kola bas arranged for
~_ the manifestation. Have you got the
~#  rigon? Can you find tho eye holes?'

“I'm all right and a great deal
more comfortable,’" replied the dootor.

“8it down here, '’ sanid Hendrioks., “‘I
have picked ount this place for you. You
~oan witness not only the show, but can
pea the spectators. Bh! 1 hear some-
thing. It was s key in the door,"’

Lampkin beard Hendricks' feet slid-
ing on the thick curpet as be glided
away in the darkness. Then the roar of
the city sounded through the house,
and he knew the front door was open.

“'Come in. You bave nothing to fear,*'
sounded the strange accent of the adept,
“Yon are perfectly safe here,™

“By Jovel' drawled Montenstle.
“*Do you expect ns to go into a house ns
durk a8 n cavern with a man we never
saw before?"'

**Yon may stoy out if you like,” an-
swered the ndept, *'It is not for me to
urge, ‘‘The revelation is only for you.
My master sent for you. 1 was to know
you by—but I need not tell you that.'’

“Of course we will go, now we
bave gone so far as this,'' spoke up

Stanwood, *'I am notafraid, Are you,
Benton?'

“No,” replied Ralph's voice. "'I—I
was only thinking that the ladies''—

““There will bo a light presently,”
snid Kola, still in his placid monotone,
““But you must decide now what yon
are going to do. Every minute lessens
your chances of getting a stroug peychio
revelation. !

“Come on,”’ said Ralph.
ready. Dispose of us,”

1 think, perhapa’— began the weak
voice of Allen, but the closing door in-
terrupted it. The next minute Lampkin
heard them enteriog the room he was

- "in and the adept giving them seats.
oy ““Now be perfectly quiet. Speak under
no cirenmstances,’’ said the adept im-
~ pressively. Then be raised bis voice and
i nsked:

“Is the master hore?"’

“‘He sleops, but awaits an awaken-
_ ing,’’ sounded a deep, solemn voice in
~ the distanoe.

“Tell him the people holding the
eternal sign of death are in the andience
chamber in nocordance with his desire.”

“'Oh, brother’'— begun Miss Benton,
¢ but the adept Jenned forward and io-

terrupted ber.
2 “Bo quiet. You will spoil it all,”

e whispered.

v From somewhere in the rear came n
~ soft, mellow sound like one of the low-
- &r notes of a flute.
ey “It is the wmnster's signal. He is

awake,'’ said Kola impressively, Then
the houso was as quiet us u tomb, A
 train paseed on tho elovated road near
.*- by. It rombled in a faroff way, nd if it
" wero underground.
~ *“Be gtill pow and look into the dark-
~ ness ahend of you," said Kola, *'The
 master will not present himeolf to view
~ por speak, but he knows your desires
~ and will .iv;.:'ryohle.dammtuuw
- that will in you" ]
. cenwed speaking, the
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note sounded , and then | |

out softly, and then he sa¥w d square of
grayish light appenr in the ceiling. It
grew lighter till it wos exsotly like a
glimpse of the sky on a dark night
Now und then a star conld be seon un-
der thin, filmy clonds, which seemed to
be driven along by a high wind.

“Wonderful, by Jave!" exclaimed
Montoastle's voice. ‘1 bave'—

Instantly the scene vanished. Only
the most intense darkness- remained.
Kola bent toward Montoastle,

‘It was because you spoke, kind sir, "'
be said. “'If you talk, the master will
m " -

Bilence and bhlackness reigned for five
minutes. Then the flute note sounded,
and the view of the sky returned. For
awhile it wasns it had been before
Then ono of the stars, which had ap-
peared so indistinet as to be unseen at
times, began to blaz fiercely, Now and
then it wonld seem to bave some sort
of intornal eruption.

It would burn red and blue and throw
off bits of fire, which floated downwari
aud slowly expired. One of the sparks,
instead of going ont, grow brighter and
brighter as it descended till it took the
form of a letter “B" and then melted
away. The next spark formed the lot-
ter ““E," and the letters of fire con-
tinned to form and fall till the word
“Benton'’ bad been spelled.

The last letter wont oot with a bright
flagh, giving Lamypkin a vague view of
the lnrge room and the Benton party
ghont 20 feet in front of him. The next
instant the room was totally dark. I¢
remained g0 for two or three minutes
Then the flute note sounded again, and
a lnrge square of light appeared ahead
of them, It looked aa if it were half o
mile from where the spectators sat.
Blowly it beguu to take the form of the
interior of a room. The walls, pictures
and curtaivy came into view, and then
the forniture, a desk, n man sitting at it,

Alice Beuten stifled o soream, It wos

her father  He sat writing. He leaned
forward « .« Oipped bis pen in the ink-
stand, T spectators gsaw the movement

of his hand over the paper and heard
the goratebing of his pen, He turned his
head, looked at them and then rose des
liberately, laid hig left hand on his
breast and pointed steadily at them.
His lips moved, but no sound passed
through them, Then Dr. Lmupkin heard
sowe one gasping for breath and a
heavy weight fall to the floor, Instant-
Iy the room was dark,

A light!” cried Ralph Benton's
voice. “*Turn on the lights! SBomething
has happened to Mr. Allen, "

“Whnt has bappened®’ asked the
adept from the daxkness,

“Mr, Allen haa fuinted,” replied
Ralph. *“*Ho wos not well and did not
want to come here nnyway. Why don't
you turn on the lighte?"’

Dr. Lampkin felt some one touch his
elbow and the warm breath of the de-
teotive on his ear.

" Remain where you are,"' whispered
Hendricks, **Blast his ugly picture!’”

““Give us n light, I suy!" cried Ralph
angrily.

““Bee, he—your Mr, Allen is woking, "
gaid the adept,

“Waking?'' sneered Benton. *‘Do you
think that’s the way he nsunlly retires?"’

The dnrkness was lifted slightly.
How it was done Lampkin ocould not
tell. Montoastle and Ralph could be
seen standing and supporting Allen be-
tween them.

“The door is open,'” raid Kola,

““Yon'd better all go ont into the fresh
air,"’
Monteasfle and Allen were groping

| what this jufernnl business means.

_.' '-.

"] ot intend to. leave 1111 know

give me a matoh!]"

young daredevill'' ex-
olaimed Hendricks, still near to h:g
kin, and the dodtor heard him
something from his poocket which rat-
tled like leut metal, “'I'll pay bim
for this."

Then the flute note sounded twice,

“The master wants us to retire,” said

**Who the devil is ‘the master? ™

| sueered Rulph. *“This thing touches my

r:n family, and I am going to look
to it."

“Don't bo a fool,” cautioned Btan-
wood. *‘The ladies are here, and they
bave already bad enough’'~—

““For my snke, come on, dear!' jme
plored Miss Hastings, ‘*We don's know
where we are, and’'—

‘*Montcastle,’’ commanded Ralph,
“‘take the ladies ont. I am going to
look futo this, It's nll a trick to work
on our imeginations by that infernal
Hendrioks, "'

Lampkin heard the metallic olicking
in the detective's band and saw him
glide suddenly forward. He bad no
sooner resched Ralph than another
clicking sound was heard. There was
n stroggle, n rattling of a chain, and
an angry oath escaped Benton's lips,

“What do you mean?"’ he eried, turn-
ing on Hendricks and raising his baod.
cufled wrists threateningly.

*“You are under arrest for the murder
of your father,”” said Hendricks. He
whistled shrilly, and a light was torned
on belind a screen in the rear. Its
beams partinlly lighted the

Lt

long room

n F

Montenstie and Ralph could be seen
standing and supporting Allen,

and revealed astrange sight, Hendricks,

his long beard and wig suspended round

his neck and ns red in the face as a

lobster, stood holding wrevolver in his

band and grinning at his prisoner,

“You are under arrest for the murder
of your father,' he repented. **The rest
of your party had better retire."’

Ralph's manacled hands hung down
before him. For a moment he sesmed
spoechless, Miss Hastings leaned to-
ward him excitedly and put bher hands
on his arm.

“For God’s sake, bo brave, darling!"
he said. “‘It's nll a mistake, It will be
sleared up ut ovee.”’ He torned to the
detective.

‘I know too much to struggle agninss
the law,’" be said. ““What do you in-
tend to do with me?"”

“Lodge you in the police station till
it is decided whether youn can get out
on bail,"* replied Hendricks,

Ralph laughed. *‘It's all a joke,"' he
guid, turning to Miss Hastings, ‘‘Julia,
go home with sister. *‘I promise you
on my honor to be home tonight. Have
I ever told you a falschood?”

“No," snid Miss Huastings, She
gtarted toward him, but Stanwood drew
her to the door, where Monteastle stood
trying to onlm Miss Benton. “Come
along," he said. It is no doubt as he
gayn, Benton will come on later.”

Mies Hastings covered her face with
her hands and drew baeck irresolufely,
but at a sign from Ralph she joined the
others and went oat of the house. The
front door closed.

“Did you want a policeman, sir?"’
sounded Kola's voice from the hall
*“If 80, bhe is here.**

“He may wait ont there,’’ replied
the detective, ‘I dou’t think Mr, Ben-
ton is going to give va tronble, '

“*No; I'll take it all right, I promise
you,'' raid Ralpb, with a dry laugh.
‘T couldn’t fight a cat with these things
on, Isay, Hendricks, enough of a thing
i# o glorions sufficiency. Take "em off,
I know it's all a joke. You are tr¥ing
to get even for my obstinacy just now.”

Hendricks ignored the remark.

“On second thought,'' he called out
to_the adept, “tell the policeman to
toke Mr, Benton into the back room
antil I order a cab.”'

The policeman came forward and con-
dacted Ralph to the small room at the
end of the hall, Kola approached, and
Lampkin, at a signal from the detect-
ive, came forward,

“Come buck there with me,"" Hen-
dricks said to the dootor. "I want to
talk to the fellow. By the way, Kola,
you did your part well, The cold chills
ran np and down my badk like mieo in
a revolving trup.*'

“Did it answer your purposs? That's
the chief thing,"' replied the adept.

“Qan't sy yet,'" veplied the detect-
ive. ‘It won't do moeh havm anyway.
The women stond it benutifally. I was
afraid they would go into hysterion'

“They nre always anxious to under-
stund psychical things,'' answered the
osdept. It was Mr. Allep and Mr,
Maontoastle who objectod most to com-
ing. To tell the truth, Mr. Hendrioks,
the l:mli astounded me. I should

“Don't think just yet," interropted
Hendricks, with a laugh, and be led
them back to the 1ittle room in the rear,

1

tall, heavi
in the doorwny, X
Ralph lavghed as Hendricks entered.
I cun's n at this treatment,
Hendricks," he suid, *‘nnd, as to the
eab, I'm glad you are not going to haul
me off in the black maria, Asit ix open
at both ends, one would be lable to sit
in o draft.”

Hendricks smiled, but did not reply.
He turned to the policeman,

*'Go get o glass of beer und wait on
the stoop, " he eaid,

Ralph began to fumble in the pocket
of his waistooat and produced a quarter
of a dollar, -

“I sny, Hendrioks," he snid, rising
and tossing the money on the table,
"!O;,wrm't mind if I stand treat, will

‘‘Not at all,” was the apswer. The
policeman grinned as he picked up the
€oin and touched his hat to the young
man, who had resumed his seat on the
divan, Hendricks sat down and drum-
med on the table with his fingers,
Lampkin and Kola stood near the door,

“I say, Hendricks, all jokes aside,"

sald Ralph, “*are you detectives—yon
fellows with names that are household
words, as it were—are you ever badly
mistaken?*
* “Seldom when we get along as far
28 I have with you,” answered the de-
teotive. “‘ At any rate, you arv sn agree-
able prisoner. You make it a pleasure
instend of a task. I may ssy you fill
the bill ideally.”

The fire of Ralph's wit seemed to die
out, His faco grew gerions,

““There ia no use going further with
this,"* said he, "“Tell me frankly what
evidence you have agninst me, "

Hendricks took a cigar case from his
pocket. Ho passed it first to Ralph,
then to Lampkin and the adept. Ralph
was the only one to accept, and be be-
cnme wmused again when he tried to
get a mateh from his pocket and was
prevented by the handouils,

“Yon may as well unchain me," he
gaid. I promise not to break awny. It
would be folly for me to try to down
the man at the door, you three aud

your hosts of hidden demons, who are
the genii of * the mastor's’ durk lantern, '

“I don't think I ghall ran any risks, "
said the detective, striking a match and

_ holding it to the end of the young man's

cigar, ** A bird in hand,’” yon W,
‘is worth two on the roof,’ ns the Ges-
mans put it."’

Ralph nodded.

““The only thing that punzzles me,”
he gaid, *‘is wy arrest. It is incongruo-
oug. I am the stone that spoils the
mogaic, I ouoght pot to be in it, but it
seems that 1 am. Heodricks, I have
had o gqueer sort of admiration for yon
in the past, but I have never thought
you could be stupid enough fo arrest
the wrong man under any circum-
stances. If yon don't unchain me before
I explain, you ghall eesse to be my ideal
detective.

T ghounld dislike that," answercd
Hendricks, ‘*but I presume my pride
must suffer—that is, if yon are the
wrong man, "'

Ralph puffed two or three times to
keap his cigar alight. Suddenly he bent
his puzzled gaze again on Hendricks,

“Tell me exactly why you have ar-
rested 1oe,’” he demanded, **Yon are
woefully off the track. Honestly, that’s
a faot."’

“Am I?'" Hendricks shrogged his
shoulders and glanced slyly at Lamp-
kin, whose eyo he caught. ‘I koow
that on the night of the murder you
came in at the side gate and crossed the
grags in a bee line for the north walk.
I found your tracks, the only footprints
not explained by others, near the body
of your father. These tracks I traced to
a certnin point on the walk, where' =

*“Where the maker of them vanished
in the air like the nightmare we saw
just now,”” put in Ralph, with a smile,

“Bo it seemed ot first,”’ agreed Hen-
dricks, **but the other day Wilson, the
gardener, recalled the fact that in order
to surprise thn young ladies, who had
expressed n desire to have a swing, yon
had yourself late in the afternoon hung
one from a bough of ablg onk. The
pight your father was killed it waa
banging at the edge of the walk, not
five feat from the spot where the foot-
prints ended. What had become of the
gwing Wilson could not imagine, but I
found it in the hollow of the tree above
the lower boughs.*'

Hoendrioks pansed, knotked the ashes | R

from his cigar und took two or three
draws at it, his eyes the while fixed on
the young man's fuce.

Raulph smiled.

“Well," he rnid, “go ahend.”

“It suddeuly ocenrred to yon," con-
tinued Hendricks, “that the sand was
taking the impression of your feet, und
you &prang to the swing. Yon alimbed
one of the tow ropes to the boughs te
which it was fastened afd then drow
the swing up after yon.  After this yon
unfastened the rope and crammed it
into the hollow of the tree.””

“What did [ do then?" asked Ralph
coolly, **Iswonr, you bave us many
ayes a8 n water beetle. Iwonder if even
you conld tell what I next did."

Lampkin, who had had considerable

with oriminals, decided ad-
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“I went into your room and searched
it,"" went on the detective.q ‘I found
the dress snit you hnd worn that even-
ing, and on it were fragments of tow
"

“‘1 presume it would bo hard for me
to prove that some one else had worn
my suit of clothes that night, ' said the

oung man. *‘Did you find out where I

been in the city that evening?”’

“To your elub first, then to the Cusi-
no with Van Alston, "

**Exactly,'* said Ralph, *'How nun-
comfortable to know that one bas been
traced like that! And to be suspected
of such aorime! Idon’t fancy it as all,
Hendricks. I nm not a lawyer by any
menns, but I am not such a fool as to
believe you could bang me with that
chain of circumstances, **

“You are heir to a large fortune left
by your futher,”” weunt on Hendricks
impressively. *‘Only n short while be-
fore she heard the veport of the revolver,
nccording to the testimony of Miss
Hastings, she overheard your father say
to some ome: ‘You are no child of
mine from this day forth, I shall dis-
own you tomorrow.' You and your
father had recently quarreled.’

‘‘Stop!"" cried Ralph, rising in ex-
citement. “‘She did not testify that. I
did not hear her,"*

‘*She did,"" asserted Hendrioks firmly,

Ralph turned to Lampkin.

*‘Did—did yon understand Miss Has-
tings to testify to that?"’ he asked ina
trembling tone, :

“I did most certainly,’”’ answered
the doctor, *‘Mr. Hendricks quoted her
exact words, "’
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Free to Our Readers.

Our readers will be pleased to learn that
the eminent physiclan and sclentist, Dr.
Kilmer, after years of research and stady,
hss discovered and given to the world &
most remarkable remedy, known as Swamp-
Root, for the eure of kidney and bladder
troubles; the generous offer to send a bot-
tle free that all may test its wonderful mer-
Its without expense, Is In itself sutficient to
glve the public confidence and a desire to
obtain It. Swamp-Root has an established
reputation as the most suceessiul remedy,
and Is recelving the hearty endorsement of
all up-to-date phbysicians, hospitals and
homes. If our men and women readers are
in need of a medicine of this kind no time
should be lost in sending thelr pame and
nddress to Dr, Kllmer & Co., Binghamton,
N, Y., and recelve a sample bottle and
pamphlet, both sent absolutely free by mail,
The regular sizes may be obiained st the
drug stores. . When writing please say you
read this liberal offer In Tuw T iMEs.

Everybody Says 30,

Cnscareta Candy Cathartie, the most won-
derful medical discovery of the age, ploas-
aot and rtmnhanq to the tuste, act gently
and positively on kldoeys, liver and bowels,
cleansing the entive system, dispel colds,
cure headnohe, fever, habltual constipation
and blllousness, Please buy and lgy a box
of C. C. O. to-day; 10, 33, b0 cents. Sold and
paranteed to cure by all druggists.

BABYLAND,

(Eatablished 1877.)

THE BABIES' OWN MAGAZINE,
Mothers’ best help In swusing and inatructing
the Hittle ones,

BRIGHT STORIES

PRETTY PICTURES.
5o cenis a year, 5 cents a copy.

Little Men and Women

(Established 1580)
B'OR CHILDREN FROM SEVEN TO TWELVE
YEARS OF AGE.
Just the lmportant age, when chlldren may be
most easily influenced by good lterature.
Interesting Seriala, Poems, Pairy Tales, F
Wark, Oumes, Short Morles, and |
Heautituf IMustrations.
$1.00 m year. 10 cents a copy.

CHARLES-E, GRAFF, Publisher,
150 Nassan Street, New York,

Scribner’s Magazine
For 1898.

A GREAT PROGRAMME,

The Story of the Revolution by Senator Henry
Cabot , o ruti throughout the yoear.
(For the first time all the modern art foroes

and resources will be bmrm 1o bear upon the

Pyle and a of

Revolutlon, Howard norps
artists sre making ovér 100 palntings aad

drawings expressly the great work.)
n A. T, Mahan’s “The Amer| N in
o Revolution,” t0 be lllusteated by Onriton
. Cha the marine artfst; Harry Feun,
nod vihers.
Thomas Nelson 's First Long No *“Rod
Rook—A %rm s of Mugr&.mmn." Mr.
nEe voted r yonrs swory,
ho conaldars (L his best work. (Illustra
B, West Clinsdlinat. ) "
Rueyard Km. Richard Ihrll1 Davias, Joel
cr are under unlm' nlwl.;l &u‘b:la ‘:&:
:ie'i during 1898,
obert Orant's Search Light Lettera'' —replios
to Yarious letters that cams la‘mm':a?m
of his "Refloations of a Married Man' ard
wrpho Opinions of & Philosopher.™
Workers™In _» new flold—Walter A.
0

tw.";cl: 1, wue collego man who booame
Inbarer, will tell abo::‘ his experionce with

Iaborers wta in  hioa-
e iiusteated fromm 1ife by W. . Lotgh)
The Theatre, The Mine, ote, will be treatad in
wrho Conduet of Great Businoas” serles (as
wire Whest Farm,"” “The N e
ote,, In 07, with numerois
ri's Colleges—Iilke the artieleson “U'n-
Lu:r.:rﬁuga » at Harva .Frl.mm n:
Yale," and as 1y 1lusral
Henator ho
P o 1n publio 11fo 1oF forty Bve ekte.
€. D.Giibson will contribute two serinl seats of
i du “A New > and
9*?!:: mw Ages of Amerioan Wong:."‘
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LEWIS “WEAR-RESISTERS™
are sold by all shoe dealors.
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Trains leave Owosso as follows: =

| NORTH. i E SOUTH. !

Daily except Sunday |
No. 2. 9:00 & m. )
No. 4, b4 p. m. -
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No. 1, 10:50 s, m.
No. 8, 710 p. m.
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